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Courser,1 was seen fairly often but was by no means as
plentiful as I have found it in other parts of the country. The
Gazelle we never saw in the sands of the Great Desert between
Hufuf and Sulaiyil, but a more astonishing absentee was,
perhaps, the sand-grouse, which is plentiful in the Hasa but
was not seen again until we got to Sulaiyil.
As we marched thus over the plain of alternating sand and
gravel they pointed out the direction of the wells of Qaraln,
about two hours' ride away in the midst of the Jafura dunes
—two dead pits now buried by the sand and a single well with
brackish water at eight fathoms.2 A pair of Coursers vacated
a clump of bushes, which we had marked down for a short mid-
day halt. I wandered about in search of Mantids while the
rest of the party sat over a welcome fire. Every little patch
of gravel seemed to have its colony of the strange creatures,
and I wondered if they ever exchanged visits over the
barriers of sand that separated one colony from another.
Seldom does one find them actually on the sand, where they
would be comparatively conspicuous objects, but it struck
me as strange that they betrayed their presence so often by
movement when they would have been quite invisible in their
native gravel patches if they had kept still. As often as not
my attention was attracted, even when I was on camel-back,
by their peculiar, rapid movements in the gravel, after which
they lay stock-still, allowing me all the time I needed to get
out a pill-box for their capture. That is a simple matter
provided one rivets one's eyes on the spot where they lie—
otherwise one might as well search a haystack for a needle.
What these creatures eat I am unable to say but doubtless
their main function in life is to provide meals for the larks
and other birds, whose neat trails are to be seen everywhere
on the tell-tale sand.
The wind had increased somewhat when we resumed our
march, spreading an unpleasant veil of sand over the face of
the earth, but, fortunately, suck conditions proved to be
temporary and the rest of the afternoon, though far from
1	Daraja or DcvrjaUm.
2	The Badawin fathom would seem to average about five feet six inches,
as I found by frequent testing.

